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Mmaling o0 visile The Trustees present their Annual Report and financial

statements for September 2024 - August 2025.

Main Events 2024-25

It is noted that this is the eleventh year of Wellspring and the eighth of our minister Revd
Kevin Price, which began by celebrating our Tenth Anniversary with an Open Day and
special Sunday service at which Revd John Bayes, formerly the Baptist minister was our
guest speaker. With a message entitled ‘Well-Sprung’, John reflected upon our journey of
growth and change over the first ten years.

Good foundations were laid for the new church prior to 2014, and these have been built
upon, such that the identity and experience of Wellspring has continued to develop, and
especially following the opening of our extended and refurbished building in 2022, with much
growth in church life and community engagement now in evidence.

Sunday morning worship continues to be well attended and resourced, with several new
people becoming regular in worship. Our team of welcomers and coffee makers help to
create a relaxed and welcoming environment. We are also grateful for those who use their
musical gifts in worship whenever possible.

Our flexible spaces allow a range of worship service styles to be held in different rooms.
Evening Communion services have tended to be held monthly in the main worship space as
we now have a regular community booking in our meeting room; whilst our monthly All Age
Café worship has become established in our usual Sunday morning space, though Café
style worship has also taken place in our Café during August.

Prayer Zone has continued online and incorporates a Prayer Walk once a month, taking a
different route around the town; although regular sharing in Communion as Churches
Together each month has sadly not continued.

In October we began our fourth year of holding Sunday afternoon services at Waltham
House each month and these have gained in popularity, with some joining who might not be
able to attend other places of worship in the town. Several residents have become regulars
at Wellspring on Sunday mornings.

Wellspring has continued to embrace the concept of EcoChurch and environmental issues
regularly feature in our worship and prayer, and especially in September when Creation
Season is marked. It is our desire that ecological priorities are applied to all aspects of
church life.

We maintain our Fairtrade Church status, partly by ensuring that all refreshments offered by
the church are Fairtrade wherever possible, and as Fairtrade Fortnight has now moved to
September, we were able to mark its Thirtieth Anniversary by making a giant banana split in
our community hall, using Fairtrade ingredients. This eye-catching event coincided with our
Anniversary Celebrations and attracted much attention, including that of Radio Derby whose
visiting reporter made a recording for broadcast the following week.

Over the last year the cemetery has been well maintained by Paul Briggs, with an occasional
church working party helping out.

In April it was our privilege to host a Civic Service to celebrate the year of office of Councillor
Peter Slack, one of our church members, who had served as Civic Chair of Derbyshire Dales
District Council.



Our contact and work with children and families has developed. Our combined Girls’ Brigade
/ Boys’ Brigade has continued to meet, attracting some new children. The weekly Tuesday
evening sessions are well supported by a committed team of Brigade leaders who, together
with help from the Sheffield Battalion, kept the Brigades running for the four months when
two of the officers were away. We are grateful for the faithful support of several families who
now consider us to be their church, and it has been a joy to see some join us for our monthly
All Age Café worship and occasional Brigade services.

A Holiday Club was held at the end of school summer holidays in early September, using the
Scripture Union material ‘Restoration Station’ and supported by Roanna Pilsbury, (Mission &
Outreach Worker with our Methodist Circuit). In mid-August a very successful Family Fun
Day which was held, as a way of keeping connection with families ahead of the next club.

Whilst it has been our custom to offer a Quiet Space during the Festival Weekend in
September, it was noticed that there are few opportunities for children and families to be
creative so decided to set up our worship space as a Noisy Space, decorated as The Jungle
and providing craft activities for children, making a big impact.

Our Parent and Toddler Group, Little Springs, launched last year and meeting on Tuesday
mornings in the worship space has become well established with many new families joining.
Setting up involves a fair bit of furniture and equipment moving, but this has been worthwhile
to create a relaxing child-friendly space, into which parents/carers come. This has been
aided by the creation of some very useful storage space in the old lift. Thanks to the Little
Springs group for the initiative and staffing each week.

Recognising that there are limited opportunities for men to meet socially in a ‘Christian
context’, a regular get-together was started during the summer, with the name Amen Only
and offering a regular space for men to meet & chat in a variety of settings locally. Already a
good nucleus of men are involved. Thanks to Nick Hough for this initiative.

When designing and building the Annexe our aim was to create a community building in
which worship and prayer happen, so letting all our new spaces to the local community is
central to this. It seems that our second upstairs room has grown in popularity and become
the ‘meeting room of choice’ in Wirksworth. The list of community groups and public bodies
using our premises is continually growing, many performing a vital outreach role to our
community that we cannot do alone. In this way our building is doing some of our outreach
for us! We just need to manage the comings and goings - so we are grateful to our Bookings
Secretary for co-ordinating this, and also to our ‘gleam team’ who keep the building clean
and tidy. A local cleaning company assists with cleaning hard floors and our toilets for a
minimum of 3 hours per week, with additional cleaning on demand i.e. following a busy
community event...

Our welcoming café space has become an established meeting place for Coffee Stop on
Tuesday mornings and with a committed group of volunteers we are able to offer
refreshment for town-wide events such as Well-dressing, The Book Festival and Arts
Festival. We have continued to partner with Grassroots Wirksworth to run a Repair Café,
offering basic repairs to household items which might otherwise be thrown away.

The kitchen has been well used by our Brigades and Memory Café; and has become central
to the work Young Futures - a local group working alongside students of Anthony Gell
School encouraging mental wellbeing. Our community hall is very well used and has hosted
children’s games; funeral refreshments; Well-dressing; festival artists; a repair shop, and our
ever-popular monthly EasyMeals.

Together with other churches and community spaces in the town we were able to participate
in the Warmer Wirksworth initiative offering a co-ordinated programme of warm spaces
through the winter months. Our mid-week Lazy Lunch was continued, this year reverting to
the Cafe. Kevin remains part of the steering group for Warmer Wirksworth who anticipate a
similar programme of free venues and low-cost refreshments in the coming winter.



Crossways singing and drama group continues to meet informally, and to rehearse
occasionally for local singing events.

Once again during May we welcomed well-dressers old and new to work on a reduced size
design to be placed in our front yard as part of the annual ‘Blessing of the Wells’. This year
the theme was ‘Kindness’ — the ‘Children’s Word of the Year'.

One of our Life Groups has continued to meet regularly as a place to share in Bible Study,
prayer and encouragement, and during Lent we were able to offer two venues for small
group engagement with a CofE resource Living Hope - one meeting in our worship space
and the other with our Life Group hosts. This year's Methodist Bible Month material
focussing on the Gospel of John was followed in both a small group and Sunday morning
setting, and proved most inspiring.

We regularly support charities such as Action for Children, Amnesty International and the
Christian Aid group in Wirksworth. There has always been a representative on the Christian
Aid committee from the original Baptist/Methodist churches and currently Wellspring,
working alongside the other churches.

Once again, we were able to support a Christmas appeal with matchboxes containing
banknotes - money which was directed towards the partnership work of Chrisitan Aid in
Ukraine.

Our church and minister are fully committed to Churches Together in Wirksworth and District
taking an active part in seasonal and civic events. School assemblies led by local clergy
have continued with Kevin regularly visiting Wirksworth Junior School and Middleton Primary
School. He has stepped down as Chair of Churches Together but continues to support the
group as Vice-Chair, and co-ordinated a very successful Easter Egg Hunt at St Mary’s
churchyard which again involved over 100 knitted chicks made by residents of Waltham
House and other keen knitters around the town - all very well received by local families.

With regard to accessibility, lifts to Sunday morning worship can be arranged for those who
need transport and our building is served by a platform lift providing access to all meeting
spaces.

All people working with children and vulnerable adults have received appropriate training,
through the Methodist Safeguarding Scheme, with regard to the government’s Disclosure
and Barring Service.

Recognising the increasing importance of digital communication our Wellspring Facebook
page and website have been a source of information and inspiration through the year.
Further information is available here: www.wellspringchurchwirksworth.co.uk. As the year
ends a new website design is being investigated, with assistance from a local media
company.

Looking to the Future - Achievements and Performance

The Church does not measure success only in numbers, in terms of people or finance, but
also in less tangible areas like fellowship and encouragement. 2024-25 has been a positive
year in terms of growing relationships, commitment and caring for members and others in
the community. We are conscious that both existing programmes and new initiatives have
had an impact, with Wellspring clearly known and accepted in the town.

At our Re-Vision Day in February we were joined by Revd Tony Wells, a Methodist who held
the role of Interim Minister before Kevin’'s appointment. It was a very uplifting day in which
our many strengths were celebrated, and challenges for the future embraced, including the
possibility of developing a relationship with Christians Against Poverty.

The Trustees are grateful for the trust and support offered by the congregation and continue
to work hard to encourage the church in seeking to fulfil our focus of ministry in terms of
Worship, Pastoral Care, Reaching Out and Property.


http://www.wellspringchurchwirksworth.co.uk/

Our new premises have already made a significant impact upon our mission and offer so
much potential for future growth. We have welcomed a group meeting of Alcoholics
Anonymous each Sunday evening; the Wirksworth Christmas Lunch was held at Wellspring
offering a full dinner and entertainment for those unable to cook for themselves and/or
without company on Christmas Day; Young Futures increased the scope of their work with
teenagers with the Head Teacher of Anthony Gell School full of praise for Wellspring making
our space available for this worthwhile work.

During the last year congregational numbers have increased and it has been a delight to see
many new attenders making Wellspring their home. Twelve people were welcomed into
membership (including five transfers from Cromford Methodist Church), three members have
left and one has died, therefore at 31 August 2025, the membership stood at 58.

Notwithstanding these changes in membership, Trustees believe that outreach should be a
primary focus of our ministry in the coming years.

1 Dale Chapel

Special mention must be made of an astonishingly generous gift of a residential property at
1 Dale Chapel, formerly the holiday home of Mike and Joyce Sharpe, active Methodists from
Cambridge, and regulars at Wellspring. Sadly, Mike passed away in February but they
expressed a wish that this property should be given to the church to use in any way we
choose. It seems fitting that the property lies within the shell of the former Dale Methodist
Chapel, from which some of our original Methodist members came in 1970. The property
has been transferred and is now held in Trust for Wellspring Church, and as this year ends it
is being marketed with a view to realising funds to improve and re-slate the original roof of
our chapel at St John Street.

Financial Review

The independently examined accounts for the past year show an income of £71,186 and an
overall expenditure of £103,493. As a result, the balance at 31/08/2025 was £29,164. Of
this, £24,204 is invested in the Central Finance Board of the Methodist Church at around
4.5% interest and the balance is in our NatWest current account.

Over the year, all categories of income have risen with the exception of donations. The
largest part of this increase is due to the upturn in lettings income. A further 10% is the
result of contributions at our regular activities — Coffee Stop, Easy Meals, Lazy Lunch,
Memory Café and Little Springs — and at a number of annual events for which we provided a
welcome and refreshments to visitors to our town.

In line with the cost of living nationally, expenses have risen recently by around 272%. A
major item during the year has been long-overdue spending, £15,580, to maintain and
improve the manse. A further £13,000 was needed to transfer, insure and maintain the
property at 1 Dale Chapel, generously gifted to us by Joyce and the late Mike Sharpe.

The final £571 of the money reserved for the building project formed part of the £7,500 we
were able to repay during the year to members who had lent money for the annexe in 2021.

We have continued our regular support to Methodism through our monthly payments to the
Mid-Derbyshire Methodist Circuit, and to Baptist Home Mission and BMS World Mission. In
addition, a wide range of national and international charities have received one-off £45
donations.

Our church maintains its witness thanks to the regular weekly and monthly financial support
of our members and to the willing volunteers in the kitchen and around our much-admired
premises. Special thanks are due to Lesley Price for managing our spaces and the income
from lettings; to Barbara Wilson for counting the money every week; and to David Ford for
examining and reporting on the accounts.



Wellspring Church Wirksworth September 2024 - August 2025

Account summary

Receipts £ Notes

Offertory 38,436 loose cash + envelopes + payments via bank

Tax recovered 10,580  Gift Aid + GASDS

Interest 1,568 from CFB investment account

Regular activities 4,993 coffee, Mem Café, Easy Meals, Lazy Lunch, Li'l Springs
Other social events 2,456  Wells, festival, book stall, book fayre, 10th anniv, Fun Day
Undertaker 2,045 net income from funerals was £840

Lettings 10,421 Thanks to Lesley's hard work

Donations 682 Crossways closure +"in memory of" + Charity Fayre
Sundry receipts 6 "W" badges

Total income £ 71,186

Payments £ Notes

Ministerial 28,763 stipend, PAYE, NICs, pension, expenses

Manse running costs 3,450 Council Tax, water, broadband, 25% of gas & electricity
Circuit assessment 5,076 Mid-Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

Baptist & local affiliations 3,376 BMS, HMF, BUGB subs, CTW&D subs

Officiating at funerals 1,205 Minister, organist, stewards

Donations from funds 678 Methodist Easter Offering, EMBA Conf, 12 charities
Chapel repairs & maintenance 5,681 draughtproofing, repainting, plumbing, slates, service visits
Manse repairs & maintenance 15,580 doors, windows, painting, roof, fences, patio, car standing
Cemetery maintenance 1,620 increased mid-year to £135/month + removal of tree
Chapel running costs 9,533 gas, electricity, water, broadband, cleaner (£74/week)
Insurances 2,107 chapel + manse

1 Dale Chapel 12,976 conveyancing, insurance, council tax, standing charges
Admin & Worship 3,443 inc. printing, payroll accoountant, speaker fees, CCLI
Catering 2,127 provisions for meals,

Repay some annexe loans 7,500 incl. final £571 from Annexe Fund

Sundry payments 378 Well-dressing matls, flowers, DBS check, Cambridge trips

Total expenditure £ 103,493
£32,307 overspend this year

Balance at banks £29,164 Last year:

Remember, there are  £22,500 of members'loans still to be repaid

Personal monies passed on to external organisations

The amounts below are extra to the figures above.

£ Received £ Paid on Notes

BMS Lebanon Emergency 215 215  October
Ukraine Humanitarian Appeal 519 519  Matchbox appeal
St Mary's fabric appeal 30 30 Entry fee for our Town Quiz team
Cancer Research UK 59 59 in memory of Mike Sharpe
Arthur Rank Hospice 59 59  in memory of Mike Sharpe
Methodist Easter Offering 50 50 plus £57.50 from church funds

Total received 932 932 Total paid on

Last year
37,409
11,521

1,847
4,543
1,772
825
7,216
18,734
65

83,931

Last year
27,448
3,223
4,153
2,547
150
550
4,376
198
1,689
6,591
2,047
0
1,391
1,699
24,900
1,496

82,460

£61,471

Last Year

1,204



Status

The Charity is a Methodist/Baptist Local Ecumenical Partnership, governed by a Constitution
approved by Churches Together for Derbyshire, as our original Sponsoring Body, and by the
Baptist Union of Great Britain and the Methodist Church of Great Britain. It is exempted from
registration under Section 30 (2) (b) of the Charities Act 2011.

The church has read the Charity Commission guidance on public benefit, and is satisfied
that the activities outlined above clearly demonstrate that the charity is providing a benefit to
the public.

Charitable Object

The principal purpose of the charity is the advancement of the Christian faith, including the
advancement of education, community service and such other general charitable purposes
in such parts of the United Kingdom and the world as the Church shall determine.

The Church occupies premises at 49 St John Street, Wirksworth, which are held by the
Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes, on Trusts which are entirely compatible with the
above object.

Organisational Structure and Decision-making processes

Members of the Church are accepted in accordance with the Constitution which requires
them to be or to have been publicly baptised as believers or confirmed as believers,
professing their faith in Jesus Christ.

In accordance with the Constitution, the members appoint six of their number as Trustees,
who together with the Minister and up to four co-opted Trustees are responsible for the day
to day running of the church’s work and witness, and the financial and legal aspects of the
charity. The Chair, Secretary and Treasurer are appointed by the Trustees. During this last
year a Minutes & Administration Secretary was co-opted in a non-Trustee role until the ACM
in November.

Members’ Meetings take place four times per year to review the life and witness of the
church; consider topics relevant to its witness; receive reports covering all aspects of its life;
consider matters brought to the meetings by the Trustees; and generally help the church’s
life, work and vision.

The Trustees have made an assessment of the major risks facing the church, and are
satisfied that there are policies in place to minimise these risks.

Leadership
Minister: Revd Kevin Price
Trustees: David Butlin, Lesley Price, Alison Proctor, John Proctor, Marion Tucker (until

November 2024),
Secretary:  Alison Proctor

Treasurer: Rob Few

Minutes & Administration Secretary: Hilary Adams (until November 2024)



